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Motion to Adopt Standing Rules at AUS Legislative Council

Whereas AUS Legislative Council meetings this year have tended to last longer than previous years;

Whereas this requires a greater time commitment than many Councillors had anticipated and also impedes the work of the maintenance staff responsible for Leacock 232;

Whereas Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised allow for the adoption and suspension of standing rules by a majority vote of a deliberative body;

Whereas if adopted, these standing rules would make AUS Legislative Council meetings more efficient without hindering any of Councillors’ rights to participate in discussion; 


Be it Resolved that AUS Legislative Council adopt the standing rules outlined below:

1. Councillors endeavour to keep questions on reports to Council succinct and relevant.
2. Presentations to Council will be capped at 10 minutes, though Council can vote to extend or shorten this as it deems appropriate.
3. New business is placed before reports on the agenda for Council meetings.
4. When no placards are raised and no Councillors wish to speak on an issue, the Speaker has discretion to end debate and move on to voting on the issue before Council, rather than requiring Council to vote on a motion to previous question
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Should Councillors depart prior to adjournment, they are required to notify the recording secretary by the time of departure 


Be it Resolved that these standing rules are effective the next AUS Legislative Council meeting and for all other meetings during the 2014-2015 academic year.

Moved By:

Jacob Greenspon, Arts Senator
Erin Sobat, AUS VP Academic
Patrick Dunbar-Lavoie, Arts Representative
Gabriel Gilling, PSSA VP External
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