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| hope that everyone had a wonderful, relaxing Winter break and a Happy New Year! I’'m looking
forward to a busy term ahead, with many projects hopefully seeing completion in the coming
months. As always, please don’t hesitate to approach me with your academic questions and
concerns, ideas for my portfolio and the AUS as a whole, or whatever else is on your mind.

Valedictorian & Teaching Awards Selection Committee:

Following Jacob’s lead, | will be forming a single selection committee for both the Arts
Valedictorians and the AUS Teaching Awards. | am looking for one more person to sit on the
committee, preferably a graduating student, so please let me know if you would be interested.
The time commitment is approximately 5+ hours in March.

AUS Essay Centre:

The AUS Essay Centre is currently recruiting essay tutors for the winter semester. Applicants must
meet a 3.3 cumulative GPA and be available from 12:30-1:30pm some weekdays. Appointment-
only positions are also available. To apply, send a writing sample

to aus.essay.centre@gmail.com and fill out the application here by January 23™.

AUS Reading Groups:
We had a great response before the break, yet no proposals were submitted! The new deadline is
Monday, January 19, so get yours in ASAP by emailing this form to bianca.waked@mail.mcgill.ca.
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Peer Tutoring Funding:
The deadline to apply for funding for the Winter term is Monday, January 26. | will be emailing VP
Academics about this and will also be coming up with an integrity agreement for peer tutors.

Arts Peer-to-Peer Research Symposium:
This is happening February 3—6 at 6pm in Arts 160. Schedule of presenters to come!

Arts Student Employment Fund:

Thanks to everyone who voted in the renewal referendum in November: it passed with 85.1% of
the vote! There are still a number of Winter positions open for application on the website here.
The deadline for Summer applications will be February 16" with the committee meeting to review
submissions in late February.

AUS-Library Partnership Committee:

Meeting this week to finalize our projects so that | can draft our AUIF application. Our current
proposals focus on in-fill seating, converting an unused consultation room to quiet study, group
study room technology, and repurposing the now-defunct Cyberthéque service desk.

Academic Affairs Committee:
Next meeting TBD (likely next week).

Memorandum of Agreement:

We have received the first draft of our new MoA from McGill. Among other things, it continues to
restrict SNAX from selling sandwiches and prepared foods, greatly increases the administrative
fees we pay to McGill for processing our student fees, and adds new restrictions to the use of the
McGill name in our student groups. More information to come.

AUS HR Review:
Meeting Wednesday, January 14" will report orally.

Changes to the McGill Bookstore:

As you may have heard, the McGill Bookstore will be moving in 2016 and the university is
gathering feedback on the role and appearance of their retail services on—campus. There will be an
Open Forum on Monday, January 19" from 4-6pm in Leacock 232. Please attend to share your
feedback, and/or fill out the online survey here.

Know Your Rights:
The student rights website is almost ready! We are also generating feedback on the Charter of
Student Rights, which the university plans to review this year. See Jacob’s report for more details.
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Departmental Academic Roundtable:
I’'m aiming for the last week of January, however currently navigating WYBA and other deadlines.

First-Year Advising Sessions:

| met with the VP Academic of FEARC about organizing registration advising sessions for first-year
students in late March. Ideally, we could hold at least one in Rez and one on-campus. We will be
meeting with Nellie from OASIS about this on January 19"

AUS History Project:

My researcher is finishing up with the scanning of articles from The McGill Daily Archives and the
summaries of each year. The final products will be a timeline for the AUS website and handbooks
and a more in-depth report on key events.

Teaching Awards Reception:
Tentatively planned for either Thursday, April 2" or Tuesday, April 7™ 1 need to book either the
RVC West Lounge or the Arts Building Lobby and apply for a liquour permit.

Faculty Committees:
Reps should let me know ASAP if they can no longer attend meetings this term.
- Curriculum Committee: January 26, 2015.
- Faculty of Arts Committee: January 27, 2015.
- Committee on Student Affairs: February 10, 2015 (Will be meeting with Lucy Lach this
week or next to discuss some academic policy issues)

Committee on Student Services:
Next meeting January 20, 2015. Working on the application form to be used for the new
Innovation Projects Fund.

Elections:
| know that it’s still a long ways off, but if you or anyone you know is interested in possibly running
for VP Academic, | would encourage you to come talk to me!

Office Hours (Tentative):
- Tuesday 11:30am-2:30pm
- Thursday 11:30am—-2:30pm

Respectfully Submitted,

Erin Sobat
AUS VP Academic
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Executive Schedule January 4-10:

January 2015
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