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Motion Regarding the Arctic Field Studies Fee Increase
Whereas, FIOs or Frais Institutionnels Obligatoires are mandatory fees charged to students who register for certain courses to cover additional costs associated with
that course above tuition; 

Whereas, the proposed Northern Field Studies Program (Arctic Field Studies) course is requesting a fee of $12000 for their new program that will be launching its first term this Summer over a three week period;
Whereas, “the MAFS budget has been revised from $5,000 per student to $12,000 per student and the justification for this increase is the change of location, since in 2014, we had budgeted for all courses operating out of the McGill Subarctic Research Station (MSARS) in Shefferville, Quebec, but this year, the MAFS will operate out of the McGill Arctic Research Station (MARS) on Axel Heiberg Island, Nunavut”
;

Whereas, the McGill Arctic Field Studies program is inter-faculty and inter-disciplinary;

Whereas, Article 2.4 of the FIO bylaws states that “2.4. FIOs for courses taught within departments without representative departmental associations shall be brought directly to AUS Legislative Council for ratification or to the AUS Executive Committee if AUS Legislative Council is unable to be convened; 

Be it resolved, that the AUS Legislative Council approve the imposition of a FIO for the Arctic Field Studies program;
Moved by,

Ava Liu, President
Alex Kplego-Hennessy, Arts Rep to SSMU
� McGill University Arctic Field Studies





Mission Statement


The goal McGill’s field studies program is to move the classroom into the field and to teach using real examples in a hands-on learning environment. The key issues for the Arctic are a function of its cold polar environment, its cultural makeup, an economy driven by natural resources, its remote geography and climate change. These issues are not mutually exclusive; rather they are interconnected through a complex network of feedbacks such that a change in one area has significant impacts of the other areas. The primary mission of the McGill Arctic Field Studies is to train a future generation of northern specialists and leaders who are able to understand and address the rapidly changing polar environment in a scientifically and culturally responsible manner. This mission includes:


a) to train students about the unique nature of the arctic physical environment,


b) to introduce students to the social and cultural framework that drives how the Canadian North is developed, 


c) to introduce students to the challenges of arctic field work, and 


d) to train students in the fundamentals of field science.





Courses


The 2015 McGill Arctic Field Studies session will have four 3-credit courses:


ATOC 373 | Arctic Climate and Climate Change


EPSC 373 | Arctic Geology


GEOG 373 | Arctic Geomorphology


and a 3-credit independent research project





All will take place at � HYPERLINK "http://www.mcgill.ca/mars/" �MARS� (McGill Arctic Research Station) on Axel Heiberg Island, Nunavut during approximately three weeks beginning in mid June 2015. There will be coursework prior to and after the 3 week field portion of the courses. The courses are designed to introduce students to practical field research in the high Arctic and apply principles of Arctic climate, sea ice, permafrost, geography, geology, and palaeontology.





Enrollment


Space for only six students can be accommodated for 2015 due to aircraft space limitations; an unprecedented student to professor ratio of 2:1. Students will be selected at the end of November 2014.





Fees


$12,000 (note that a number of grants can be applied for to offset some costs)





Contact Information


Martine Dolmière


Internships & Field Studies Office, Faculty of Science


� HYPERLINK "mailto:martine.dolmiere%40mcgill.ca" �martine.dolmiere@mcgill.ca�








INCOME�
CODES�
�
COMMENTS/NOTES�
�
Student fees�
�
�
�
�
 �
�
$72,000.00�
$12000 X 6 students�
�
CONTRIBUTIONS�
�
�
�
�
Arts�
�
�
�
�
Science�
�
�
�
�
 �
�
�
�
�
Total Income�
�
$72,000.00�
�
�
 �
�
�
�
�
EXPENSES�
�
�
�
�
Staff airfares (Montreal-Iqualuit return)�
009268�
$7,800.00�
3 profs x $2600 via FirstAir�
�
Student airfares (Montreal-Iqualuit return)�
005630�
$15,600.00�
6 students x $2600 via FirstAir�
�
Charter flight (Iqualuit-Eureka)�
009268�
$30,000.00�
$15000 each way�
�
Twin Otter flight (Eureka – MARS return)�
009268�
$5,600.00�
$1400 / hr x 4 hrs�
�
Room and Board�
5115Q2�
$1,800.00�
6 students x2 daysx $150.00 in Eureka�
�
Room and Board (staff)�
5115Q2�
$900.00�
3 profs x 2 days x $150.00 in Eureka�
�
Promotion (publicity)�
710509�
$0.00�
�
�
Material, Supplies, Freight�
110200�
$4,000.00�
Recurring equipment cost: sample bags, flagging tape, fieldbooks, etc.�
�
Medical supplies/safety kit�
000362�
$450.00�
9 x $50.00�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Safety training�
000688�
$3,200.00�
10 x $320.00�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Sat phone time�
001843�
$100.00�
In-field communications - there may be a local cell network�
�
Vehicle�
3120D1�
$2,150.00�
ATV maintenance at MARS�
�
Fuel�
000692�
$400.00�
ATV fuel at MARS�
�
EPSC 373 (Larsson & Wing) -Equipment-�
�
$0.00�
Supported by Professor�
�
ATOC 373 (Tremblay) -Equipment-�
�
$0.00�
Supported by Professor�
�
GEOG 373  (Pollard) -Equipment-�
�
$0.00�
Supported by Professor�
�






