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Motion Supporting QPIRG-McGill’s 2015 Winter Referendum
Whereas, the Quebec Public Interest Research Group - McGill (QPIRG) is a student-initiated, student-run organization with the mandate to engage McGill students in the Montreal community with a commitment to social and environmental issues;

Whereas, QPIRG connects campus and community through annual event series for McGill students (e.g., Rad Frosh, Culture Shock, Social Justice Days) and through numerous working groups (e.g., KANATA, Solidarity Across Borders, Accessibilize Montreal!);

Whereas, QPIRG provides essential resources, training, funding and meeting space to students and community groups, supporting these groups to conduct applied student research and to organize and participate in a diversity of environmental and social justice initiatives;

Whereas, QPIRG was founded by students in 1988, and is funded primarily through the student fee-levy that was originally set at $3.00;

Whereas, since 1988, the QPIRG fee has only been increased once, in 2009, from $3.00 to its current amount at $3.75;
Whereas, the current fee levy referendum aims to increase the fee to $5.00;
Whereas, had the QPIRG fee been indexed to the Consumer Price Index (CPI), a measure of inflation, since 1988, it would currently be $4.98;

Whereas, inflation has increased QPIRG’s expenses without a corresponding increase in revenue, resulting in a reduction in programming and services capacity, such as diminished student research funding, applied skills workshops, and community engagement initiatives;

Whereas, this fee increase would allow for the further development of employment opportunities and applied research opportunities for students, through programmes like the Community-University Research Exchange (CURE), the Study in Action undergraduate research conference, the Convergence journal, and the Alternative Research Library; the improvement of popular education initiatives; and investment in making programming and resources more widely accessible;
Be it resolved that the AUS Legislative Council endorse QPIRG in the 2015 Winter Referendum period through means including but not limited to:
i.
listserv endorsement message 

ii.
social media promotion
iii.
an endorsement blurb drafted by VP External, to be distributed to AUS Council & departments by VP External
Moved By:
Vareesha Khan, Equity Commissioner 

Councillor Baraldi
Councillor Dunbar-Lavoie









