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Motion Regarding the McGill Summer Studies in Greece Fee Increase
Whereas, FIOs or Frais Institutionnels Obligatoires are mandatory fees charged to students who register for certain courses to cover additional costs associated with that course above tuition; 
Whereas, Quebec Provincial law requires FIO increases that exceed than 2.2% to be approved by the student association accredited to represent students in courses where the FIO is charged, before the matter can go before McGill’s Fee Advisory Committee;

Whereas, the McGill Summer Studies in Greece program is requesting a fee of $150 CAD for the 2016 program, equal to a 5.2% increase from the 2015 program fee of $2900;
Whereas, Prof. Tassos Anastassiadis has explained the program fee increase  “[was] made necessary because:

a) McGill is now asking for an indirect cost contribution form every Program which corresponds to 3% of the cost (3% of 2900 is CAD 87)

b) the Canadian dollar has lost in terms of exchange rate to the Euro (1 euro = 1.44 CAD, while when the Program was launched 1 euro =1.36 CAD). Under the old exchange rate ,  CAD 2900 meant 2132 euros. Under the new exchange rate, the same CAD 2900 will only give 2014 euros. Under the new rate 2132 euros are worth CAD 3070. 

Therefore as you can see, despite these cost-increasing factors independent from the Program, we have managed to limit the increase to only CAD 150 (while normally it should have been minimum CAD 205 just to cover the effect of McGill’s indirect costs policy and the exchange rate impact).”

Whereas, further justification for the program fee increase and further information on the McGill Greece Summer Studies program, including its budget, is attached 

Whereas, the FIO bylaws state:

2.1 Before entertaining a motion to approve a FIO for courses within the Faculty of Arts, the representative departmental association must make a recommendation to AUS Legislative Council as determined by a vote among their Executive Committee, coordinating body, or General Assembly. 

2.2 To approve any FIO, the representative departmental association’s recommendation must be presented to AUS Legislative Council and must be ratified by a simple majority vote. 

Whereas, the History Students Association and the Classics Students Association voted to recommend that AUS Council approve the program fee increase;
Be it resolved, that the AUS Legislative Council approve the increase of the FIO for the McGill Summer Studies in Greece program from $2900 to $3050 CAD
Moved by,

Jacob Greenspon, President
David Helps, HSA Representative  

