[image: image1.png]




How to Write an AUS Council Motion
Motions are the official method that Legislative Council, and thus AUS, uses to make decisions. Many motions are procedural: approving budgets, ratifying hires, etc. But motions can be much more substantive when they relate to the AUS taking a stance on an issue, improving the way the AUS does something, amending AUS Bylaws, creating committees of Council, amending departmental constitutions, and more. If you ever have any questions about what a motion can be about, don’t hesitate to ask the AUS President at president.aus@mail.mcgill.ca !

The advantages of making decisions through motions are that they provide an official record of what was decided, allow for organized questions and debate on the matter, and publicize AUS decisions. The major drawback with motions, however, is that they can often be formal and inaccessible. Often AUS Councillors have difficulty navigating the motion-writing process, so this template was designed to help make that process clearer.

Title: Motion to (what you hope to do with this motion)
Eg. Motion to Hold a By-Election for Arts Representative to SSMU
‘Whereas clauses’: should be background information on the issue that your motion pertains to - The history that AUS has with the topic, what position does AUS hold currently or what has been done concerning the topic. Include evidence of student support for and involvement with the initiative. You need to explain what the current problem or issue is and how this motion will work to address that. This part should be factual: it is the body of your essay, the supporting evidence.

Eg. Whereas, according to the AUS Constitution, Article 12.14, “In the event that one of the Arts Representatives to SSMU positions is or becomes vacant, the Council shall elect a replacement, in accordance with the Electoral by-laws, from amongst its members until a by-election, if deemed necessary, is held.” 
‘Be it Resolved clauses’: This is the substance being voted on. What policy positions are you asking AUS to take? What are you proposing that the AUS does? Keep it simple, with one idea per Be it Resolved Clause, and relatively specific regarding what actions the AUS should take. Use ‘Be it Further Resolved’ for your second, third, fourth, etc. Be it Resolved Clauses

Eg. Be it resolved, that a by-election be called for the position of Arts Representative to SSMU with the following dates according to the AUS Electoral Bylaws:  

Be it further resolved, that AUS Council appoint an interim Arts Representative to SSMU according to the following procedure:
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