
 

Report of Arts Senator Henrique Mecabô to Legislative Council 

November 27th, 2019 

Second Half of November 

I. SSMU Senate Caucus: 

Caucus as a whole submitted a question to SSMU Legislative Council, through its two 

representatives to SSMU Legislative Council, about the possibility of councillors to 

accept the Hillel trip to Israel. Student senators voted secretly on whether they would like 

the motion to be submitted or not. 

 

II. Senate Committee Work: 

a. Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning: met on Tuesday, November 19th, and 

discussed what data is available to be explored for future learning analytics initiatives 

at McGill (e.g. better understand students’ results in courses when instructors change, 

average GPA of students in different conditions or from different backgrounds, etc; 

pretty interesting), what has been going on at the USAP Reviewing Committee 

(apparently, not that much) and the possibility of non-tenure-contributing peer 

evaluations for Professors. 

 

b. Senate Committee on Libraries: first meeting set for December 13th, 2019. Finally 

received invitation (yay) on my regular McGill email (boo). 

 

c. Scholarships & Student Aid Advisory Committee Meeting: replaced student 

Senator Jeremy Garneau at this meeting on Friday. Amazing meeting; the 

Scholarships & Student Aid Office is a model to be followed by other McGill offices, 

in my opinion. Extremely organized, helpful, caring and prepared staff. Answer 

students’ questions about their numbers and take students’ inputs seriously. 

 

III. Broader Senate Updates:  

a. After being silenced by the McGill Senate chair (and McGill Principal) at the last 

Senate meeting, I submitted a question to Senate about Senators’ rights when 

speaking, the possibility of obstructions and interruptions, the role of the chair and 

the possible necessity of chair neutrality, and the circumstances under which the 

Principal, when occupying the position of chair, can express her personal opinion 

during Senate meetings. 

 

b. Submitted a question to Senate about the impacts of increased internationalization of 

the McGill student body, the increase in the number of students coming from Quebec, 



 

and the impacts of both these developments on the admissions prospects of out-of-

province Canadian students. 

 

c. Joint McGill Board-Senate meeting (November 14th, 2019) was ok. Goal was to 

suggest goals for McGill’s future very broadly. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Henrique Mecabô 

Arts Senator 

artssenator2@ssmu.ca  


