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Motion Requesting the Arts Representatives to address the Presence of Homophobic and Transphobic Blood Donation Policies on McGill Campus at SSMU Legislative Council

WHEREAS, a motion was presented to the AUS Legislative Council on Wednesday, February 12, asking that the AUS officially condemn the presence of homophobic and transphobic blood donation policies being enacted on McGill Campus,

WHEREAS, this motion will be officially attached as an appendix,

WHEREAS, it is the obligation of the AUS to actively combat the presence of homophobic, transphobic, or other discriminatory policies,

WHEREAS, it is the role of the Arts Representatives to represent the AUS and its obligations at SSMU Legislative Council,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the AUS Legislative Council officially request the Arts Representatives bring forward a motion condemning the presence of homophobic, transphobic, and other anti-LGBTQ+ discriminatory practices being enacted on campus by organizations such as Hema-Quebec, with a list of resources available to LGBTQ+ students negatively impacted by homophobic, transphobic, or other forms of discrimination, such as Union for Gender Empowerment, Queer McGill, the SSMU Equity Commissioners, or etcetera. This statement may also make clear the support of the AUS both for the necessity of blood donation efforts, and for an end to all practices of unacceptable discrimination. 

MOVED BY: Dalton Liggett (HSA)
SECONDED BY: Matt Gery (PSA)



APPENDIX
Motion Regarding the Presence of Homophobic and Transphobic Blood Donation Policies on McGill Campus

WHEREAS, a blood drive organized by Hema-Quebec is currently taking place on McGill campus this Wednesday, February 12, 2020,

WHEREAS, the current policy of Blood Services Canada and Hema-Quebec does not allow for accepting blood donations from men who have sex with men, 

WHEREAS, organizations such as Hema-Quebec actively misgender trans women as men for the purposes of blood donation, 

WHEREAS, these practices further the creation of stigmas surrounding the LGBTQ+ community as “risky” or “unsafe” which are negative to the mental health and wellbeing of LGBTQ+ students in the Faculty of Arts,

WHEREAS, there have been zero documented cases in Canada of a person becoming infected or have their physical well-being negatively impacted by blood donated by a member of the LGBTQ+ community via these blood donation channels,

WHEREAS, members of the LGBTQ+ community facing discrimination on campus on account of their sexual or gender identities is an unacceptable practice that the AUS is mandated to stand against,
  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, through approval of this motion, the AUS Legislative Council condemn the presence of any and all policies which discriminate against the LGBTQ+ community on campus, including those currently being enacted by Hema-Quebec and the Provincial and Federal governments. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, this condemnation be made clear in a statement drafted by the AUS Executives and sent out in the next upcoming listserv, with a list of resources available to LGBTQ+ students negatively impacted by homophobic, transphobic, or other forms of discrimination, such as Queer McGill, the SSMU Equity Commissioners, or etcetera. This statement may also make clear the support of the AUS both for the necessity of blood donation efforts, and for an end to all practices of unacceptable discrimination. 

SIGNED,
Dalton Liggett (HSA)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Andreas Koch (WIMESSA)
Mo Rajji (RSUS)
Matt Gery (PSA)
Alexandra Millar (BASiC)
 
Moved by: HSA
Seconded by: WIMESSA
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